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What is a consortium agreement?

• A contract agreement that enables a student to 
complete courses at two institutions simultaneously 
and receive financial aid. 
‒ Example: a student is taking 3 s.h. at the University of Iowa (home 

institution) while taking 9 s.h. at Kirkwood Community College (host 
institution). 

‒ The home institution is the school that confers the degree.

• Students can receive financial aid for credit hours at 
both the University of Iowa and the other school (host 
school). 
‒ Aid is not offered at both schools, just one, but the consortium ensures 

that the aid will disburse
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What is the purpose of a consortium agreement?

• To ensure disbursement of the proper amount of 
financial aid
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Who can complete a consortium?

• Requirements that must be met to complete the 
consortium agreement:
‒Must be less than full-time at UI, 
‒Less than 60 hours completed at a community college, 
‒Hours earned at the host school must transfer back to UI and 

apply toward the degree requirements 

• Student’s responsibility to pay the host school 
‒Consortiums do not mean that the student will be offered aid at 

the host school; the consortium is needed for aid to release at 
UI
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Who can complete a consortium?

• Students must be enrolled less than 12 hours at Iowa
‒If a student is enrolled in 12 hours at Iowa and 3 

hours at Kirkwood, they do not need a consortium 
agreement
‒If a student is enrolled in 11 hours at Iowa and 3 

hours at Kirkwood, they do need a consortium 
agreement 
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Can graduate and professional students complete a 
consortium agreement? 

Consortium Agreements 

• Undergraduate students are going to complete consortium 
agreements more often than a grad/professional student would. 

• Graduate students must complete the Graduate Transfer 
Evaluation Form (this is available on our website). 
‒ This form is turned into our office after all appropriate signatures have been 

obtained. 

• Professional students are encouraged to contact their college to 
see if a consortium agreement is an option.
‒ Example: Dentistry students 



Host School Responsibilities

• Provides course information and costs
‒Credit hours, weeks
‒Cost of tuition/fees, books and supplies, etc.

• No aid is disbursed by host school 
• Understands that there will be no payment from the 

home institution. It is the student’s responsibility to pay 
the host school. 

• Informs UI if a student withdraws or if there are any 
other changes to enrollment 

• Host schools may not honor consortium agreements –
it is up to the institution whether they honor them 
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OSFA Responsibilities 

• Send the consortium agreement to the host school 

• When consortium is returned from host school, the 
cost of attendance is updated to reflect combined 
costs (home school costs + host school costs). 

• Work with Registrar to enroll student in Undergraduate 
Transfer course (GRAD:6998:0001) 
‒Or GRAD:6997:0001 for Grad/Prof students 

• Adjust any aid, if necessary 
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What does the consortium 
agreement look like?









What else do you need to know?

Consortium Agreements 

• Is there a deadline for turning in consortium 
agreements?
‒Yes and no – census date is very important especially for 

Pell Grant recipients

• Example: Mary completes a consortium on the first day of the fall 
semester – this is before census, so her Pell grant amount will not 
change

• Example: Tom completes a consortium on the 11th day of the fall 
semester (this is after census), his Pell grant would be reduced to 
however many hours they were enrolled in at census 

‒If a student is only borrowing loans and no Pell grant, they 
have up until the last week of classes to complete the 
consortium process. 



What else do you need to know?

• A consortium agreement must be completed for each 
term

• A consortium agreement can be completed for the 
Summer session
‒ It can also be completed for Winter, but we usually work with 

students before having them complete the consortium. A lot of 
the time a Winter consortium agreement cannot be processed. 

• Student is responsible for providing their transcripts to 
UI 
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Study Abroad

When is a consortium agreement needed and when is it not?



Non-UI Sponsored Study Abroad Programs

• Process of credit approval is initiated by the Study Abroad 
Office

• Students receive their Credit Approval Form (CAF) from 
Study Abroad and brings it to OSFA

• Student is enrolled in a place holder course that is ineligible 
for release of financial aid (ABRD:3500:0001)

• OSFA initiates and sends consortium agreement to host 
program for the costs, session dates, and signatures

• When consortium is returned, adjustments are made to 
costs, session dates, and changes registration so aid will 
release (ABRD:3501:0501)
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UI Sponsored Study Abroad Programs

• No consortium agreement required
• Study Abroad Office is responsible for registration and 

transcripts 
• OSFA adjusts program costs, session dates and 

financial aid after Study Abroad sends cost sheets
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Questions?
Jess Graham
Senior Financial Aid Advisor

2400 University Capitol 
Centre

jessica-graham@uiowa.edu

financialaid.uiowa.edu
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